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• What gets said here today may change based on new data and 
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Demographics



https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/illinois-coronavirus-cases.html
https://covidactnow.org/us/illinois-il?s=1330330

https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home/covid-dashboard.html

Illinois Cases
7 day Positivity rate 3.1% 

(11/15/2021)

Chicago Cases
7 day Positivity rate 2.5% 

(11/15/2021)



The Texas “Experiment” 

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunize/covid19/data/Cases-and-Deaths-by-Vaccination-Status-11082021.pdf

ELR = Electronic laboratory reporting 



Few COVID Facts for Kids 5-11 Years Old
• CDC data as of October, 2021 

• 1.9 million COVID-19 cases
• 8,300 hospitalizations; 28.6 per 100,000 population, similar to influenza in 2017-2019 
• 2,300 cases of MIS-C had been reported to the CDC (44% of MIS-C cases), 1 per 3200 SARS-

CoV-2 infections 
• 94 deaths due to COVID, single most deadly pathogen and the 8th leading cause of death 

during the last 2 years 
• Compared to other vaccine-preventable diseases (varicella, rotavirus, rubella, mumps, hepatitis A, etc.), 

the mortality burden for SARS-CoV-2 is substantially higher than these other diseases prior to 
introduction of their preventive vaccines

• >10% of COVID infections, a proportion larger than their percentage of the US population
• Children contribute to transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in households and communities similar to 

adults
• During the current school year, approximately 2,350 schools faced COVID-19–related 

closures, half due to student this age
• CDC’s National Center for Health Statistics data
• ACIP Interim Recommendation for Use of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine in Children Aged 5–11 Years —

United States, November 2021
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7045e1.htm



https://publications.aap.org/hospitalpediatrics/article/11/11/e297/179738/The-Impact-of-Obesity-on-Disease-Severity-and

*Co-morbidities:
• Asthma
• Seizures
• Developmental 

delay
• Diabetes
• Chronic lung 

disease/BPD

*



COVID Vaccine



How do COVID-19 Vaccine Boosters Compare?

Atmar et al. doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.10.10.21264827 



The Vaccine
5-11 Y/O’s

• No serious side 
effects in the 
study of 3,000 
children

• No cases of 
MIS-C

• 91% efficacy at 
preventing 
COVID

• 99% antibody 
response

• So far so good



Myocarditis



Clinical Characteristics of Adolescents with Myocarditis After 
COVID-19 Vaccination: 12-20 Y/O’s



Cardiovascular Testing and Imaging of 12-20 Y/O’s 
with Myocarditis After COVID-19 Vaccination



Outcomes

• None of the patients required inotropic, mechanical, or circulatory 
support

• There were no deaths
• Follow-up data obtained in 86% of patients at a mean of 35 days 

revealed resolution of symptoms, arrhythmias, and ventricular 
dysfunction



Myocarditis 
Outcome 
Comparison: 
Classic, MIS-C, 
Vaccine Associated

Patel et al. published in medRxiv
https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.10.05.21264581



Myocarditis 
Outcome 
Comparison: 
Classic, MIS-C, 
Vaccine Associated

Patel et al. published in medRxiv
https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.10.05.
21264581



What are the Goals of Vaccination

• Prevent serious disease and death
• Reduce the load on healthcare systems, especially hospital beds



Vaccine Effectiveness Against Hospitalization

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/11/11/science/vaccine-waning-
immunity.html?referringSource=articleShare



What are the Goals of Vaccination
• Prevent serious disease and death
• Reduce the load on healthcare systems, especially hospital beds
• Reduce risk of spread and infection is a bonus, not a requirement



Vaccine Effectiveness Against SARS-CoV-2 Infection

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/11/11/science/vaccine-waning-
immunity.html?referringSource=articleShare



What are the Goals of Vaccination

https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/ppt/2021/110421_slide.pdf

• Prevent serious disease and death
• Reduce the load on healthcare systems, especially hospital beds
• Reduce risk of spread and infection is a bonus, not a requirement
• Reduce complications and anxiety



Vaccine Hesitancy



What You Are 
Up Against

https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/poll-
finding/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-media-
and-misinformation/?utm_campaign=KFF-
2021-polling-surve%E2%80%A6



Vaccine Hesitancy

• COVID skeptics
• Emphasize that vaccination is their own, personal choice — one that can help them 

protect friends and family members
• Cost anxious

• Vaccination is totally free
• See if getting time off is acceptable for this reason as some business will

• System disruptors
• Making vaccinations of people they know as visible as possible
• Tracking and illuminating efforts to ensure the vaccine rollout is equitable and 

sharing that with the community is key
• Watchful

• Opt-in to vaccines when ready
• Making vaccinations of people they know as visible as possible

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/05/18/opinion/covid-19-vaccine-hesitancy.html



How to Talk to Patients About COVID Vaccine

• Process of approval
• Well tested as very large trials

• You as healthcare provider can impact others by recommending it and that you 
are taking the vaccine

• Best approach to getting patients onboard is knowing you are taking it
• Personalize the value to patient's health and of those they love

• Spouses
• Parents
• Siblings
• Friends
• Co-workers

• Compare vaccine to risk of getting COVID
• Emphasize morbidity, long and short term, as well as mortality

• Anticipate side effects and how to manage



Vaccine Hesitancy

• Some opening lines
• The vaccines are highly effective in preventing illness -- even more effective than the 

annual flu vaccine
• COVID vaccine will help protect you from getting sick
• The quickest way for life to return to normal is for most people to get vaccinated
• Nearly all providers who have been offered the vaccine have taken it
• Millions of people have been vaccinated safely
• The COVID vaccines have been held to the same rigorous standards as other 

vaccines; corners were not cut, red tape was eliminated to expedite the approval 
process

• Have you talked to your child about the vaccine and how they feel about it

• Follow the conversation with an offer to direct them to how to get 
vaccinated



Vaccine Hesitancy

Opal DJ, et al. https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M21-0055



Summary

• Talk to your patients, bring it up
• Give them the facts, talk about risk benefit and compare to COVID 

risks
• Explain risk factors that might help in decision making

• Work in a recommendation and tell them you got it too!
• Individualize your approach
• Don’t be judgmental
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