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CDC’s Strategy: Empower Healthcare Personnel: Promote confidence among healthcare 
personnel in their decisions to get vaccinated and recommend the vaccination to their patients.

Project Goal: Build and reinforce COVID-19 vaccine confidence among healthcare personnel in the 
safety net sector and, in turn, the patients they serve.

Partnerships: The National Association of Free and Charitable Clinics and 15 State Associations 
and Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

How: Provide tailored COVID-19 vaccine information to the free and charitable clinic sector 
through various channels and give the FCC sector a direct line of communication to CDC. 



Reminders:

• Please use your first name and clinic name when you join the session

• Use the “chat” feature to ask questions

• Please remember to mute your microphone

• If you can’t connect audio via computer or you lose computer audio at anytime, you can 

call in to session at  (408) 638-0968, Meeting ID 932-6566-2201##

• This activity has been approved for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ & Nursing CEUs

Please do not post, modify, distribute or reproduce any of these materials without obtaining prior written consent. 



Disclosures

• We have no relevant financial interests to disclose.
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Recent Vaccine Updates

● The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommended on 1/4/22 
that Americans who received two doses of the Pfizer-BioNTech 
coronavirus vaccine seek a booster shot five months after the second 
shot, and not wait six months, as earlier guidance had said.

● The agency also recommended that some immunocompromised children 
ages 5 to 11 receive an additional primary vaccine shot 28 days after the 
second shot, matching the guidance for similar people 12 and older. 
Pfizer’s vaccine is the only one authorized for pediatric use in the United 
States. 

● The F.D.A. and CDC also cleared 12 to 15-year-olds to receive boosters of 
the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine on 1/6/22. 
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Direct Comparison of SARS Co-V-2 Nasal RT- PCR and Rapid 
Antigen Test (BinaxNOW™) at a Community Testing Site During 
an Omicron Surge

In 731 persons seeking COVID-19 testing at a walk-up San Francisco 
community site in January 2022, simultaneous nasal rapid antigen 
testing (BinaxNOW™) and RT-PCR testing was performed. 

There were 296 (40.5%) positive tests by RT-PCR; 98.5% of a random 
sample were the omicron variant. Sensitivity of a single antigen test 
was 95.2% (95% CI 92-98%); 82.1% (95% CI 77-87%) and 65.2% (95% CI 
60-70%) for Ct threshold of < 30, < 35 and no threshold, respectively. 

A single BinaxNow™ rapid antigen test detected 95% of high viral 
load omicron cases from nasal specimens. As currently recommended, 
repeat testing should be done for high-risk persons with an initial 
negative antigen test result.

doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2022.01.08.22268954



CDC Isolation guidelines for general public

CDC now adds if test available and want to test, 
test at end of 5 day period and if positive stay 
home for another 5 days





What masks to wear???

• Rochelle Walensky, the head of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), said Wednesday that it does not plan to change its mask guidance to 
advise Americans to wear higher quality masks amid the Omicron surge.

• The CDC director said during a White House briefing that her agency currently 
recommends that "any mask is better than no mask" to battle the ongoing 
coronavirus pandemic.

• The guidance does not advise Americans to wear a specific kind of mask, such as 
a medical-grade KN95 or N95 instead of a cloth mask, although Walensky said the 
CDC plans to update its website to help Americans choose their face covering.

• "We do encourage all Americans to wear a well-fitting mask to protect 
themselves and prevent the spread of COVID 19," she said. "And the 
recommendation is not going to change."



Questions?



Next Session: Thursday, February 10th,12-1:15pm CST

Resources & recording of the session

https://www.echo-chicago.org/resources/covid19/

This project was funded in part by a cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention grant number 1 NU50CK000588-

01-00. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is an agency within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The contents of 

this resource center do not necessarily represent the policy of CDC or HHS and should not be considered an endorsement by the Federal 

Government.

Thank you!



QUESTIONS & CONTACT

Project Team Email: vaccinate@americares.org

Tija Danzig, Project Director: tdanzig@americares.org

Kristin Kelley, Administrative Support: kkelley@americares.org 
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