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Disclosures
• No one in a position to control the education content of the 

activity has any relevant financial disclosures with 
ineligible  companies to disclose. 

• What gets said here today may change based on new data 
and recommendations
– Knowledge is shared more rapidly through ECHO



COVID-19 Common Dosing Errors, 
Management and Prevention



General Best Practice Guidelines for Immunization

Clear Orders

Right Patient

Right Vaccine and Diluent

Right Dose

Right Site

Right Route 

Right Needle Size

Right Documentation
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-
recs/downloads/general-recs.pdf

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/general-recs/downloads/general-recs.pdf


https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html

Post this in your vaccine 

area

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html


Right Vaccine, Dose and Diluent
• Check vaccine and diluent 
• Do not mix vaccine vials of the same or different vaccines together
• Use only diluent supplied with vaccine (Peds Pfizer only)
• Do not mix COVID-19 Vaccines from different vials
• If you do not have enough for a full dose you need to waste
• Adjust in ICARE

• Label each vaccine after drawing up
• Do you have the correct vaccine for patient age?
• Ask the patient their age not birthdate!

• Check again just before giving to patient



Adverse Reactions and Contraindications



Know Possible Side-effects

• Types and examples of most common adverse reactions
• Local (swelling at injection site)
• Systemic (fever)
• Allergic (anaphylaxis)
• Adenopathy
• Syncope in adolescents
• Rare to see anything else



Allergic Reactions or Syncope
rare, but be prepared

• Prevent syncope (teens, young adults)
• Sit or lie down for immunization
• Wait 15-20 minutes after immunization

• Allergic reactions
• Have a written plan, practice drill
• Keep CPR certification current
• Know where epinephrine and equipment to maintain airway are kept
• Call for MD or NP and call 911

• Document – patient chart, VAERS, registry



COVID-19:Administrative Errors and Deviations



https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/106622

https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/106622


https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-
considerations/interim-considerations-us-appendix.html#appendix-c

Common Errors and Recommended Response
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COVID-19 Update



Kaiser Family Foundation. https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-
19/poll-finding/kff-covid-19-vaccine-monitor-july-2022/
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PBS display of CDC data. https://pbs.twimg.com/media/FVn7zuWWUAAPvRT.png
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https://smarterchaos.com/make-it-happen-digital-marketing/
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Cases



Questions?



Next Session: Tuesday, August 16th

For any questions, email us at 
pgower@peds.bsd.uchicago.edu 

mailto:pgower@peds.bsd.uchicago.edu

