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CDC’s Strategy: Empower Healthcare Personnel: Promote confidence among healthcare 
personnel in their decisions to get vaccinated and recommend the vaccination to their patients.

Project Goal: Build and reinforce COVID-19 vaccine confidence among healthcare personnel in the 
safety net sector and, in turn, the patients they serve.

Partnerships: The National Association of Free and Charitable Clinics and 15 State Associations 
and Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

How: Provide tailored COVID-19 vaccine information to the free and charitable clinic sector 
through various channels and give the FCC sector a direct line of communication to CDC. 



Reminders:

• Please use your first name and clinic name when you join the session

• Use the “chat” feature to ask questions

• Please remember to mute your microphone

• If you can’t connect audio via computer or you lose computer audio at anytime, you can 

call in to session at  (408) 638-0968, Meeting ID 932-6566-2201##

• This activity has been approved for AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™ & Nursing CEUs

Please do not post, modify, distribute or reproduce any of these materials without obtaining prior written consent. 



Disclosures

• We have no relevant financial interests to disclose.



https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/coronavirus-us-cases.html
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Wastewater Surveillance

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#wastewater-surveillance



https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/us/covid-cases.html

• The “senior wave” continues

• Current hospitalizations for 
those over 70 has now 
surpassed the BA2 and BA5 
waves

• Most have had the primary 
series (2 shots)but without a 
booster in > 6 months



Identification of Deaths With Post-acute Sequelae of
COVID-19 From Death Certificate Literal Text: United States,
January 1, 2020–June 30, 2022
• The analysis identified 3,544 deaths mentioning 

long COVID key terms and coded to U07.1, the 
ICD–10 code for COVID-19, among deaths 
occurring in the United States from January 1, 
2020, through June 30, 2022. The percentage of 
COVID-19 deaths with long COVID peaked in June 
2021 (1.2%) and in April 2022 (3.8%). The age-
adjusted death rate for long COVID was 6.3 per 1 
million population for the 12-month period ending 
in June 2022. The long COVID death rate from July 
1, 2021, through June 30, 2022, was highest 
among adults aged 85 and over, non-Hispanic 
American Indian or Alaska Native people, and 
males. Non-Hispanic Asian people had the lowest 
death rate

https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/vsrr/vsrr025.pdf



Six-Month Follow-up after a Fourth 
BNT162b2 Vaccine Dose
• Follow-up of Israel HCW study

• Third dose of the BNT162b2 vaccine led to an improved and sustained 
immunologic response as compared with two doses, but the additional 
immunologic advantage of the fourth dose was much smaller and had 
waned completely by 13 weeks after vaccination. 

• This finding correlated with waning vaccine effectiveness among 
recipients of a fourth dose, which culminated in no substantial 
additional effectiveness over a third dose at 15 to 26 weeks after 
vaccination. 

• These results suggest that the fourth dose, and possibly future boosters, 
should be timed wisely to coincide with disease waves or to be available 
seasonally, similar to the influenza vaccine. 

December 1, 2022
N Engl J Med 2022; 387:2092-2094
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMc2211283



Finding Places to Get Vaccine

• Best resource is www.vaccines.gov

• Can search via Zip code 

• Has retail pharmacies but also FQHC that offer the vaccine

• Need help finding a COVID-19 vaccine in the U.S.? Call 1-800-232-0233 (TTY 1-888-720-7489)

• If You Are Homebound:

• Contact your healthcare provider or your state or local health department for information about getting a COVID-19 
vaccine.

• In many states, you may also dial 211 to connect to essential community services.

• Contact groups that are advocates for people who are homebound or that provide home health services.

• Call The Aging Network at 1-800-677-1116

• Search for services by ZIP code with the Eldercare Locator (https://eldercare.acl.gov/Public/Index.aspx)

• Contact the Disability Information and Access Line (DIAL) at 1-888-677-1199

• Call the hotline for Medicare recipients at 1-800-633-4227 (TTY 1-877-486-2048)

http://www.vaccines.gov/
https://eldercare.acl.gov/Public/Index.aspx


U.S. Will Offer Free At-Home Covid Tests as 
Part of Winter Plan
• Program initially started in January 2022, but paused in September

• Now being restarted due to rise in cases

• The tests are one component of a broader Covid-19 “winter 
preparedness plan” the White House rolled out on Thursday, 
reflecting mounting anxiety over a cold-weather surge in virus cases 
across the country. Cases have risen roughly 55 percent over the past 
two weeks, while deaths have surged by around 65 percent in the 
same period. Hospitalizations have risen over 20 percent, adding 
strain to medical centers already deluged by cases of the flu and 
respiratory syncytial virus, or R.S.V.

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/15/us/politics/free-covid-tests-biden.html



Efficacy of Antiviral Agents against Omicron 
Subvariants BQ.1.1 and XBB
• Compared with BA.5 and BA.2, BQ.1.1 and XBB carry 

additional substitutions in the receptor-binding 
domain of the spike (S) protein, which is the major 
target for vaccines and therapeutic monoclonal 
antibodies for Covid-19. These subvariants may be 
more immune-evasive than BA.5 and BA.2.

• For BQ.1.1, the IC50 value was lower by a factor of 0.6 
with remdesivir and higher by factors of 1.1 and 1.2 
with molnupiravir and nirmatrelvir, respectively. For 
the XBB subvariant, the IC50 value was lower by a 
factor of 0.8 with remdesivir, lower by a factor of 0.5 
with molnupiravir, and higher by a factor of 1.3 with 
nirmatrelvir.

• These results suggest that remdesivir, molnupiravir, 
and nirmatrelvir are efficacious against both BQ.1.1 
and XBB in vitro. December 7, 2022

DOI: 10.1056/NEJMc2214302



The overall risk for 
hospitalization or death was 
already low (1%) after an 
outpatient diagnosis of COVID-
19, but nirmatrelvir plus 
ritonavir reduced this risk 
further.



Walgreens Launches Free Paxlovid Delivery 
Services with DoorDash and Uber
• Eligible patients must have a 

Paxlovid prescription from a 
healthcare provider. After the 
pharmacy has filled the 
prescription and before it gets 
picked up, individuals can go 
online to select Same Day 
Delivery by visiting 
Walgreens.com/PrescriptionDelivery, 
the Walgreens app or by calling 
their store

https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2FWalgreens.com%2FPrescriptionDelivery&esheet=53020715&newsitemid=20221207005960&lan=en-US&anchor=Walgreens.com%2FPrescriptionDelivery&index=2&md5=1f4f7c3310c11543f95ab0a7b7184d51&_gl=1*1b9kob7*_ga*OTIwMTAzNDk0LjE2NzEwNDE4ODQ.*_ga_ZQWF70T3FK*MTY3MTA0MTg4My4xLjAuMTY3MTA0MTg4My4wLjAuMA..


The “Tripledemic”

• Influenza, RSV and SARS CoV-2 
are all circulating presently

• The cumulative hospitalization 
rate in the FluSurv-NET system is 
higher than the rate observed in 
week 48 during every previous 
season since 2010-2011

• RSV continues to be a historic 
levels, but is declining

• The only real way to “know” is to 
test

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/13/well/covid-flu-rsv-
symptoms.html?action=click&block=associated_collection_recirc&impression_id=60b7ab80-7b60-
11ed-a731-ddfcb63228c5&index=0&pgtype=Article&region=footer





Should I Wear a Mask this Holiday Season?

• When weighing when and where to mask, 
it is recommended to pay attention to the 
“Three Cs”: close contact, crowded spaces 
and confined places with poor ventilation

• Consider it for public transportation, 
grocery shopping in Medium/High Areas

• If you are immunocompromised, 
unvaccinated or live with either, consider 
masking

• CDC recommends considering a mask in 
Medium risk areas 



Questions?



Next Session: Thursday, January 19th ,12-1 pm CST

Resources & recording of the session

https://www.echo-chicago.org/resources/covid19/

This project was funded in whole by a cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention grant number 5 NU50CK000588-

03-00. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is an agency within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). The contents of 

this resource center do not necessarily represent the policy of CDC or HHS and should not be considered an endorsement by the Federal 

Government.

Thank you!



QUESTIONS & CONTACT

Project Team Email: vaccinate@americares.org

Tija Danzig, Project Director: tdanzig@americares.org

Kristin Kelley, Administrative Support: kkelley@americares.org 

mailto:vaccinate@americares.org
mailto:tdanzig@americares.org
mailto:kkelley@americares.org

